
What is early American midwestern glass?
It was made in the first glasshouses of the Ohio River area. 

The glass was produced in the late 1700s and early 1800s by 
craftsmen trained in the Stiegel tradition of glass manufacturing. 
Henry Stiegel was an ambitious man who brought the finest glass 
blowers and craftsmen from Europe in the 1860s to produce 
glass in America. Stiegel produced glass in a quality matched 
only by the finest glass houses in Europe.

After a period of less than 10 years, his business was in 
financial trouble and closed. This may have been a sad day to 
lose the factory producing the finest glass in America, but it was 
the beginning of a unique new style of glass to be made in the 
Ohio River Valley. Most of Stiegel’s craftsmen moved west and 
trained a new generation of highly skilled glass artisans. These 
glass makers had the talent to produce outstanding glassware 

using the local raw materials in the midwest.
Colors of early midwestern glass were beautiful green, blue 

and amber using the local sand and ash. The glass produced was 
usually thinner than the glass made in the New England states. 

The high quality 
glass produced was 
in brilliant colors 
with outstanding 
clarity not often 
found in American 
glass of the time. 
Early midwestern 
glass factories 
produced bottles and 
table ware as well 
as window glass. 
Most of the early 

midwestern glass was free-
blown and shaped rather 
than using bottle molds. 
German-style dip molds 
were used to produce 
patterns on the glass to be 
free-blown, but some flasks 
and other bottles were made 
using bottle molds.

The free-blown items were the “art glass” of this period 
of American glass production. Clear glass that was produced 
in the midwest at this time was not as common as the colored 
pieces. Pittsburgh glass houses produced the majority of clear 
glass and some was cut and polished. Early midwestern glass 
can be a very beautiful piece of art work created by some of the 
finest glass craftsmen of the time.

Thank you, Mr. Stiegel, for your vision and ambition that 
allowed early midwestern glass to be highly prized by collectors 
today.

Sources:
Two Hundred Years of Blown Glass, by Helen and George 
McKearin, Bonanza Books, 1950. 
American Glass, by George and Helen McKearin, Crown 
Publishers, 1973.
Early American Bottles and Flasks, by Stephen Van Rensselaer, 
Revised Edition Edited by J. Edmund Edwards. 1971.
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Midwest pattern dip molds
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The Findlay Antique Bottle Club is 
proud to be the sponsor club for the 2010 
National Bottle Show. We are working hard 
to make this the BIGGEST National Show 
in Federation history!

The show will be in a wonderful new 
facility that was designed for shows -- the 
Roberts Centre in Wilmington, Ohio. With 
room for 600 dealer tables, this show will 
be HUGE.

The table rents are super low -- there’s 
unlimited FREE parking. Easy unloading/
loading -- the show building is all on one 
level -- NO STEPS! The Roberts Centre is 
adjacent to a beautiful new Holiday Inn as 
well as a great restaurant, Max & Erma’s. 
There are many more hotels and restaurants 
nearby.

Easy to find for 
drivers, Wilmington 
is within a “golden 
triangle” anchored 
by Dayton, 35 miles 
to the northwest, 
Cincinnati, 60 miles 

to the southwest and Columbus, Ohio’s 
capital city, just 65 miles to the northeast. 
Wilmington is easily accessible from 
Interstate-71. exiting at Ohio Route 73 east 
or U.S. Route 68 south, and is located at 
the crossroads of U.S. 68 and U.S. 22. 
Ohio Routes 3 and 73 also intersect in 
Wilmington.

Wilmington is a great location, just a 
short drive from the Dayton, Cincinnati, and 
Columbus airports. It is also about an hour’s 
drive from Springfield, Ohio, which has 3 of 
the biggest and best antique malls in the 
state, including the Heart of Ohio Antique 
Center which is on Martha Stewart’s “Best 
Antiquing” list.

The show is a multi-day event, August 6-8, 
and we will have a banquet, 

an auction, displays, 
FOHBC meetings, and 
so much more. You can 
read all about the show 
on the Findlay Antique 
Bottle Club’s website: 
finbotclub.blogspot.com.

2010 National 
Bottle Show 

The Biggest and Best!

Contact Show Chairman Jamie Houdeshell for contracts and information:
 jhbottle@hotmail.com - (419) 722-3184. 

To advertise in the show program, contact Marianne Dow: finbotclub@gmail.com - (419) 648-5600.

Bottles and Extras             March - April, 2010                                           31


