
Quart Hosp. Dept. Molds
By Richard Siri

I got started in this mold chase with the Hostetter’s 

Bitters bottles. Then I started looking at my Hosp. Dept. 

bottles and realized that there were a few mold variations. 

I wondered, “How many are there?”

I believe, that if the bottles were cataloged the same 

way as stamps and coins are, the hobby would gain more 

collectors and you could set collecting goals. Much like you 

would in putting a penny collections together. Historical 

flasks were done that way and look at the following they 

have. But first, someone has to be able to find out what is 

out there. This is an attempt to aid in that process for quart 

Hosp. Dept. bottle. Also, if sellers and auction houses 

use these mold numbers and you, the collector, have this 

article, you would then know if you already have the bottle 

being sold. I’ve read auction descriptions that do the color 

justice and then simply state “It’s a different mold than 

another in this sale”.

I’ve managed to buy several duplicates because I 

couldn’t figure out the mold from their catalog picture. 

The similarities in some of the molds make it even more 

difficult to decipher. While I can admit my drawings are 

not exact, due to some molds being weaker than others, 

etc., I have found the easiest way to differentiate between 

molds is to compare the placement of the letter is the first 

line (U.S.A.) to the corresponding letter directly below the 

corresponding letter directly below it (Hosp. Dept.)

This listing may not have all the molds represented but 

it is all that I could find. If you have different molds than 

those shown here please let me know and we will add it to 

our listing and do an update. In addition to my collection, 

Ann Carol of Reno, Nevada and Henry Guillen of Twenty 

Nine Palms, California provided access to their collections 

for this article.

Just like the Hosp. Dept. molds, there are also many 

different Drakes Plantation Bitters molds, more than are 

documented in any book. Drakes Collectors out there 

should begin documentation of that brand as well.
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