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The Swengel Dairy Company in Seymour Indiana was 
owned by Claude Swengel and was founded in 1912 
by the purchase of the Newby Dairy, owned by Arthur 
Newby, on Second St. Road. During the first year of 
operation the Swengel Dairy was only distributing 70 
gallons of milk a day throughout Seymour and they 
only had a few employees. 

The Swengel Dairy Company, 
Seymour Indiana

Swengel Dairy Building 1923

By: Cody Wayt

Three Employees at Swengel Dairy 1923
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Swengel Dairy Ad from the Seymour Tribune 
Feb.. 08, 1919  

Over the years, Swengel Dairy began to gain popularity throughout 
the city and began to grow rapidly. By the year 1925, they were 
distributing more than 400 gallons of milk per day from the farm 
on West Second St. Road, and about 3,000 pounds of Dairy Maid 
butter were sold each week. 

By that time, they had hired nine employees, and more than 125 
local dairy farmers sold milk and cream to the dairy for distribu-
tion. On September 14, 1925 Arthur Newby, who had been a silent 

Set of Swengel Dairy Milk Bottles

Swengel Dairy Ad asking for the milk bottles back 

Swengel Dairy Advertising as Natures Tonic
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Set of Newby Dairy Milk Bottles, These bottles are from Arthur Newby’s Dairy Half Pint Newby Dairy Bottle From Roy Newby’s Dairy

Quart and Pint Newby’s Dairy Bottle From Roy’s Dairy (Front)
Quart and Pint Newby’s Dairy Bottle 
From Roy’s Dairy (Back)

Up close of Newby Dairy 
Barn Scene, This has the 
year that Roy started the 
dairy, 1928
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business partner with Claude Swengel 
since 1912, purchased the dairy back for 
$15,000 and with this purchase had full 
ownership of the dairy. Mr. Newby contin-
ued to operate the business with his sons, 
Roy and Samuel Newby, while Claude 
moved to Franklin Indiana and purchased 
the Franklin Pure Milk Co. Roy Newby 
left his father and started his own dairy in 
1928. The Swengel Dairy is one of many 
family owned dairies that started small but 
continued to grow and be very successful 
and prominent in their city. 

On a personal note, the bottles mentioned 
above are fairly rare. One of my very first 
pyro Newby bottles came from a friend of 
ours that owned the old flour mill in Vernon 
Indiana.

I was just a about 14 or 15 at the time. He 
had a high price on the bottle, or at least 
what I thought was a high price. I finally 
talked him down to take $25 for it. 

He has since passed, but I will always think 
of him when I see anything from the Newby 
Dairy. These bottles make me also think of 
another family friend that has passed away 
recently. Funny story, he went to the Newby 
Ice cream parlor in Crothersville as a kid 
and got polio there. 

He would never sell any of the containers 
or bottles for that reason. I did manage to 
buy some at his estate sale. I will probably 
never sell the items due to the sentimental 
attachment. 

I have added other bottles and go-withs as 
time has went on and I'm always looking 
for something I don't have. Please feel free 
to contact me. 

Square Quart Newby’s Dairy Bottle (front) Square Quart Newby’s Dairy Bottle (back)

Front and Back of Newby’s Dairy Ice Cream Container, The picture on the container is their 
store front in Downtown Seymour


