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J.D. Paige

Bottler of Yoliet, Illinois

By Mark C. Wiseman

Here are three samples of early J.D. Paige's bottles from the bottling house in Joliet, lllinois.

‘ [y research on J.D.Paige evolved during my research on age 33, a “Farmer,” is listed with $1,500 of personal estate, born
A his brother-in-law, J.D. Vail, a Marshalltown. Iowa bottler.  in New York. His mother, Relief Vail, is listed as 30 years old,
These two men likely grew up together and were lifelong friends  also born in New York. His older sister Ruth is listed as age 12,
so it is hard in some respects to separate their stories. born in New York. Ruth will become an important factor in his
life as we shall discover. J. D. B. Vail is listed as age 10, and

The September 5th 1850 Census for the town of Cold Spring, Jef- born in New York. He has sisters Mary Ann age 8, Frances age
ferson County, Wisconsin is the place to start. The Vail household 6, and Elizabeth age 4, all born in New York. The Vails' next-
lists John D. Vail’s parents and the family. His father Delos Vail, door neighbors are listed as the family of William Page age 44, a
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J. D. PAIGE, proprietor of Paige's
Bottling House, Joliet ; was born in Onei-
da Co., N. Y., March 27 1837; in 1844,
he accompaniad his parents to Jefferson
Co.,, Wis.; in 1857, he left home and
came on foot to Joliet, with §1 in his

ket; he went at once to work, and has

een at work ever eince ; he bas now onc
of the 1 t and best-appointed houses in
his line of business in the West; besides
which he has established branches of his
buginess in Grand Rapids, Mich., Mar-
ghalltown, Iowa., and Braidwood, Ill. ; he
was u.p],mi.nted Fire Marshal of Joliet in
May, 1877, and has given mach study and
his best efforts to the Department | during
his administration the Department has
been changed from a voluntary to o paid
organization, the Gamewell fire-slarm tele-
graph has been intredaced, the horsea are
now owned by the Department (iustead of
being hired wherevar apportunity ocenrrad,
a8 was previously done), and are kept at
all times in the engive-houses, with har-
ness om, tea.dj to be hitched up at ten sec-
onds' potice; many other improvements
have been added, and the proficiency to
which the Joliet Fire Department has at-
tained under the administration of Mr.
Paige i3 evident from the fact that at tha
Nationel Firemen's Tournament in Chi-
cago, in September, 1878, the Joliet
Bteamer Company No. 1 carried off first
honors in extinguishing burning baildings,
with a prize of §350 cash and an elegant
gilver set, and also took two other prizes,
oneof §100 and the other 875; Mr. Paige
is ar present Township Assessor, w which
office he was elected in April, 1878,

The 1878 History of Will County, lllinois, (Wm. Le Baron
Jr. & Co. 186 Dearborn Street, Chicago), has the following
biography of J.D. Paige:

“Farmer,” with $100 of personal estate born in New York, his
wife Elects age 40 born in Connecticut, and the children are May
E. age 20, Betsy age 15, John D. age 13, Lena age 10, and Leroy
age 6, all born in New York.

That’s right, as children John D. Page (or Paige) and John D. Vail
lived next door to each other in Wisconsin, and John D. Page
would marry John D. Vail’s sister Ruth, making the two “Brother-
in-Law”. I think it is safe to say these two men were as close as
brothers could be during their lives, and the following historical
information will testify to this.

The August 8th, 1860 Census for the Town of Cold Spring, Jef-
ferson County, Wisconsin lists in dwelling location 1724/1538,
the family of John D. Vail. His father Delos Vaile age 43, a
“farmer,” with $50 in personal estate born in New York. His
mother Relief Vaile age 40, born in New York, sister Ruth A.
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Vaile age 20, born in New York, John D.B. Vaile age 18, born in
New York, sister Mary A. Vaile age 16, born in Wisconsin, sister
Frances Vaile age 14, born in Wisconsin, sister Lelian Vaile age
11, born in Wisconsin, brother Fred Vaile age 8, born in Wis-
consin, sister Abby Vaile age 5 born in Wisconsin, and living in
the same household a John Kassin age 22, a “laborer” born in
Germany.

The “E” on the end of the name Vail makes no difference, the
family in 1860 was at home, still in Cold Spring Wisconsin. I still
have not figured out the “B” in John D. Vail’s name in the 1850
and 1860 Census listings. The Paige family lived nearby in dwell-
ing 1716/1530. William Page age 55 a “farmer” with $8200 of
real estate, and $275 of personal estate, born in New York. Leda
Page age 49, born in Vermont, Leroy Page age 16 born in New
York, Angelica Page age 9 born in Wisconsin, Kate Page age 6
born in Wisconsin.

You will note that John D. Paige is not listed in the Page family
Census listing in 1860, that is because reportedly he had gone to
Joliet, Illinois in 1857 to make his fortune.

The 1878 History of Will County, Illinois, (Wm. Le Baron Jr. &
Co. 186 Dearborn Street, Chicago), has the following biography
of J.D. Paige:
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Ruth Vail Paige and John D. Paige: Marriage photo

Another later source says he had gone to work immediately for
John and Hiram Hickey on Merchants Row along Bluff Street,
and worked there from 1857 to 1861-1862 before buying the bot-
tling works from his employer. I have not been able to find John
D. Page (or Paige) in the 1860 Census. The July 3rd 1860 Joliet,
Will County, Illinois Census lists Census lists: John Hickey a
33-year-old “Soda Water Manufacturer” owning $700 of real
estate, and having $1000 of personal estate, born in Canada, with
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his wife age 29, born in New York, three daughters Alvaro age 7,
Alice age 5, and Jennie age 3, born in Wisconsin, and one-year
old son Theodore born in Illinois.

He must have made some money because there is a marriage
record dated October 15, 1861, where he married Ruth Angel
Vail in Cold Springs, Wisconsin, Reverend Montague presiding.
There is a photo of them on their marriage day.

I searched the Internal Revenue Assessment Lists better known as
the Civil War Tax Records. The federal government levied taxes
to help pay for the Civil War by an act of Congress on Julyl,
1862, but were not levied until September 1, 1862. The records
for Joliet, Illinois are located in the 6th District, 17th Division,
and the records of these taxes that I could search were from 1864
through 1866. The way in which the taxes were levied varied
from year to year, and the tax rate on soda water manufacturers
in 1865 and 1866 was 6% of the gross production value. I could
find no records for John D. Paige or John D. Vail in 1864, I found
them both together in 1865, and John D. Paige alone in 1866. It
may well be that The federal government was simply not taxing
the manufacture of soda water in 1864 and before, which fits my
searches on this subject in the [owa Tax records.

John D. Page’s bottling works continued after J.D. Vail moved

to St. Louis. The June 21st, 1870 Census for the 3rd Ward of
Joliet, Will County, Illinois, John D. Page and his family is listed
in dwelling 44/49, with John D. Page age 33 listed as a manu-
facturer of soda water, owning $3700 of Real Estate, and having
$4000 of personal estate, born in New York. His wife Ruth Page,
(J.D. Vail’s sister) age 30 keeping house, born in New York, son
Chester age 9, born in Illinois, daughters Mintie age 7, Inez age
5, and Onie age 2 all born in Illinois. Also listed in the household
is Frances Vail age 22 listed as a domestic servant born in Wis-
consin. Obviously Frances Vail is Ruth’’s sister helping with the
children and household. They likely were living in the soda water
manufacturing business building because living at this same ad-

Internal Revenue Tax Records, (Civil War Taxes) Division 17 of the 6th District, State of Illinois, Recorded on Mi-
crofilm for 1862-1866.Soda Water, City of Joliet, From May 1865 through July 1866.

Date

May 1865

May 1865

June 1865

July 1865
August 1865
September 1865
October 1865
November 1865
December 1865
April 1866
May 1866

May 1866
June 1866
July 1866

Firm

Page & Vail
Paige & Vail
Paige & Vail
Paige & Vail
Paige & Vail
Paige & Vail
Paige & Vail
Paige & Vail
(No Listing)
John D. Paige
John D. Paige
John D. Paige
John D. Paige
John D. Paige
John D. Paige

Town
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet

Joliet
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet
Joliet

Description
Mnfrs. License
Soda Water
Soda Water
Soda Water
Soda Water
Soda Water
SodaWater
Soda Water

Soda Water
Mnfrs. License
Income

Soda Water
Soda Water
Soda Water

Value
$10.00
$692
$1683
$1400
$1027
$1104
$105
$34

$129.00
$10.00
$261
$425
$1060
$928

Rate
$10.00
6%

6%
6%
6%
6%
6%
6%

6%

5%
6%
6%
6%

Tax

$41.52
$100.98
$84.00
$61.62
$66.24
$6.30
$2.04

$7.74

$10.00
$13.05
$25.50
$63.60
$55.61
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Two variants of the Paige & Vail bottles, on the left “JOILET”, and
“JOLIET” on the right

The Marshall Daily Times, November 2, 1875

dress is listed a John Grott age 22 born in
Mschlenberg, Germany, and John Ranft age 26,
born in Wisconsin, both listed as “Work in Soda
Water factory”. Another man listed one door
away at 46/51 is a William H. Smith age 26,
and his wife Mary also 26, both listed as born
in Wisconsin, with William listed as “Works in
Soda water factory”.

The Marshall Statesman, a Marshalltown news-
paper, started its Volume 1. No. 1 on July 31st
1875. There are no mentions of John D. Vail in
that newspaper in its early months. On August
7th 1875 The Marshall Statesman has the fol-
lowing article.

The Marshall Daily Times, November 2, 1875
1884 Sanborn Map of Rice’s Block at the NE
Corner of 1st and Main

The earliest item linking John D. Vail and Marshalltown I have
found is an advertisement in the Marshall Daily Times, starting
on November 1, 1875. The Marshall Daily Times is available at
the Marshalltown Library, on microfilm, starting on October 30,
1875, without a J.D. Vail advertisement. The location of his busi-
ness is listed as “Depot under Rice’s Block.” Rice’s Block was at
the northeast corner of Main and First Streets. It appears this was
John D. Vail’s first place of business listed as a “depot.” How-
ever, he was bottling “Porter’s celebrated Joliet Stock Ale” likely
shipped to him with the assistance of John D. Paige. The question
arises what type of bottles was he using? Digging in Marshall-
town and surrounding cities including Tama and Toledo have
produced quite a few seam-based blob soda bottles embossed “J.
D. Paige, Joliet, I11.” with a “TW & Co.” glass house mark on the
rear. (Thomas Wightman, Pittsburg 1874-).
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1884 Sanborn Map of Rice’s Block at the NE Corner of 1st
and Main

It appears the first bottles J.D. Vail began using in Marshalltown
were J.D. Paige bottles.

The Marshall County Property records reveal that John D. Paige
did indeed buy a property in Marshalltown. On December 15,
1875 the Town Lot deed records in Book 57, Page 465, record
the transfer of the West one third of Lot 5 in Block Number 16
in the original Town of Marshall, Marshall County, from Thad-
deus Binford and Angie Binford his wife of Marshall County, to
John D. Paige of Joliet, Illinois, in consideration of the sum of
$2580.60.

The deed also states:

“Except and reserving the east half of the east wall of the two-
story brick building now on said above described lots for the
purpose of building then to and also the taxes for the year 1873
which the paid above grantee assumes and agrees to pay.” This
deed was filed for record on December 20, 1875. John D. Paige
obtained a mortgage on this same property from Thaddeus Bin-
ford. The Mortgage signed on December 17th, 1875 reads that
John D. Paige of the city of Joliet, Illinois and Thaddeus Binford
of Marshall, and the sum of $1,580.60, “and the said Paige agrees
to keep all Insurance on the building on the above described
property in some good responsible company in the sum of Fif-
teen Hundred Dollars for the benefit of the Grantie herin.” The
mortgage required the payment of one thousand dollars on the Ist
day of July in 1877, and the payment of $580.16 on the 1st day
of July, 1878. The mortgage signed by John D. Vail on December
17th, 1875 states “This mortgage is given to secure Part of the
Purchase money of the above described Real Estate.” So, John D.
Paige had put a thousand dollars down to pay for a property for
J.D. Vail’s bottling works.
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Here is a seam-based blob soda bottles
embossed “J. D. Paige, Joliet, IIl.” with a “TW
& Co.” glass house mark on the rear. (Thomas
Wightman, Pittsburg 1874-)

John D. Paige and his wife Ruth A. Paige (of Will County, Il-
linois), would sell the same property “The West one third (1/3) of
Lot Number Five (5) in Block numbered Sixteen (16) in the origi-
nal Town of Marshall, Marshall County, lowa” to John D. Vail of
Marshall for the sum of $3,000, signed on July 11th, 1877. There
was a corresponding mortgage for $3,000 that John D. Vail would
have to pay to John D. Paige on or before the 1st Day of October
1882, with 10% interest per annum. John D. Paige’s Mortgage to
Thaddeus Binford was satisfied on July 10th, 1877, and John D.
Vail’s Mortgage to John D. Paige was satisfied on January 31st,
1881.

The 1877 Joliet City Directory lists:
J.D. Paige propr. Paige’s Bottling House, and manfr. Of all kinds
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The 1877 Joliet, Illinois City Directory

of mineral waters & Co., 61 N. Bluff, res same.

This directory has a rather complimentary and effusive article on
John D. Paige’s Bottling Works, that does not appear to have all
the facts and dates correct. However, it is worth reviewing here
because of the following statement in this biography:

“Mr. Paige has established works at Grand Rapids, Braidwood,
I1l. and at Marshalltown, lowa, all of which are in a flourishing
condition.”

It does appear to be true based on the information found that John
D. Paige had been the monetary force enabling John D. Vail to
run his bottling works in Marshalltown, now purchased from his
Brother-In-Law John D. Paige.

The 1881 Joliet, Illinois City Directory lists:

James D. Paige, president Telephone Exchange, proprietor
Paige’s Bottling Works, rooms 2 and 3 P.O. Block Ottawa, res
61 N Bluff
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1881 Joliet, lllinois City Directory

Paige's bottling house, notice the wagon says A. Ranft,

fine bottled drinks

John Ranf, saloon 105 Jefferson, res same

Wm. E. Vail carriage painter, 32 Ottawa, res Bluff cor Main
Wesley Vail, painter, bds Bluff cor Marion

Fred Vail, painter, bds Bluff cor Marion

John Ranf would later take over John D. Paige’s bottling works
in Joliet, and Fred Vail, appears to be John D. Vail’s brother. The
Business directory does not list the John D. Paige bottling works
but has this listing for the Telephone Exchange:

Telephone Exchange Office rooms 2 and 3 P.O. Blk. Ottawa

This advertisement follows the Business Directory:



48 JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2021 BorTLES AND EXTRAS

Chief John D. Paige is proudly pictured here with the departments trophy
won in 1878 at the National Fireman's Convention

“He was appointed Fire Marshal of Joliet in May, 1877, and has
given much study and his best efforts to the Department; during
his administration the Department has been changed from a volun-
tary to a paid organization, the Gamewell fire-alarm telegraph has
been introduced, the horses are now owned by the Department,
(instead of being hired wherever opportunity occurred, as was
previously done), and are kept at all times in the engine-houses,
with harness on, ready to be hitched up at ten seconds' notice;
many other improvements have been added, and the proficiency to
which the Joliet Fire Department has attained under the admin-
istration of Mr. Paige is evident from the fact that the National
Firemen's Tournament in Chicago, in September, 1878, the Joliet
Steamer Company No. 1 carried off first honors in extinguishing
burning buildings, with a prize of $350 cash and an elegant silver
set, and also took two other prizes, one of $100 and the other $75;
Mr. Paige is at present Township Assessor, to which office he was
elected in April, 1878”. - WILL County Illinois Biographies from
History of Will Co., 1878

“Through the years, J.D. Paige also served as mayor, police chief,
Township supervisor and Township assessor. One story told
about him when he was police chief happened on Collins Street,
which was known as Whiskey Row because of the saloons. One
night while he was patrolling Whiskey Row, he ran into a gang of
toughs. They disarmed him, removed his clothing and put him in-
side a piano, which was nailed shut. Fortunately, he was found by
a couple of his officers.” “He was also involved in bringing the

J.D. Paige as Fire h

first telephones to Joliet. Although he wore many hats in Joliet,
J.D. Paige is best known for being the city's first fire chief. He
built the first professional fire department in the city. In 1916,
Paige died at the age of 79. - Joliet Herald News (ILLINOIS),
by John Whiteside

Paiges Ale and Cider bottles found in the basement in attic mint
condition, still having the original tie string





