What Are The Odds
(A New CD Number?)

By Tod von Mechow
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T. McGRORY.
INSULATOR.,

No. 323,055, Patented July 28, 1885.

Full illustration
of the 1885
McGrory patent.
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seen when comparing the illustrations of
the two patents.

Once I had completed the research, 1
emailed it to the family who found the
insulator. My wife and I made arrange-
ments to meet them at their home so I
could see the insulator for myself.

THE FINDING

The old house, built in the 1840s, was on
a busy main street that clearly was once a
quiet rural road outside of Philadelphia.
The property was narrow but very long,
with remnants of old stone walls and a
free-standing barn. There is a meadow
behind it and a new fence at the rear.

The family had at first been interested in
buying the house next door, which was on
the market, but a fortuitous conversation
with the then-owner of this property led
to their happy decision to buy it instead.
Interestingly, the sale was brokered by the
husband, who happened to be a real estate
agent at the time, the same occupation as
the inventor. The homeowners commis-
sioned a survey, because they intended to
sell an overgrown portion of their land to
the owners of the property behind theirs
and were not sure where their back prop-
erty line was.

The proposed sale fell through, so they
decided to clear away the thick vines and
brush and neaten up the parcel. This
turned out to be a very good move. The
lady of the house (in contradiction to the
email) saw a blue object in the debris,
which fortunately had not been broken
by the brush trimmer’s metal blade. She
had no idea what it was, but thought

it was old and interesting. They texted
family members in case any of them had
any idea what it was, which is what led to

PHOTOS (previous page, clockwise from
upper left):

The overgrown area, almost sold, where the
insulator was found.

Survey sticks marking the property.
The lucky family with the insulator.

Looking towards the barn and house.

the email sent to me by my acquaintance.
The spot where she found it certainly did
not look like a dump, but there was other
construction debris there, including a coil
of wire and some bricks. The kids were
amazed at finding things also, and got a
metal detector to go on treasure hunts in
the yard. In the three years they've lived
in the house, they have found some old
newspapers and other items, so perhaps
there are plenty more treasures left to

be found.

The homeowners renovated the barn, and
discovered newspaper insulation dating
back to 1900 in the walls. It seems likely
that the barn was rented out or used as an
apartment at some point.

We were looking forward to examining
the insulator in detail, and spent some
time sketching its features and photo-
graphing it. The insulator is a beautiful
turquoise aqua, as seen in the photo of
the family next to their barn. It was inter-
esting to compare the drawings I'd found
in the patent records to the real thing I
held in my hands.

A deviation between the actual McGrory
insulator (Illustration D) and the 1885
patent is the moving of the upwardly
projecting “V-shaped opening” to be
higher on the body, clearly necessary to
allow room for the threaded pin. The
mold used to press this insulator was duly
complex even with the improvements, but
it is clear that inverting the “V” was the
genius behind making this more practical.
The insulator is 4 %2 inches in height,

and 2 5/8 in width at the base.

As can be seen in the illustration, the base
flares out slightly. The threads are 1 %2
inches in height, which I believe is about
V5 inch smaller than what is normal and
likely due to the presence of the groove.
The bottom of the “V” is 2 3/8 inches
from the base and the top is 3 inches
from the same starting point. The groove
on the sides are 2 % inches from the base.
There is no visible embossing on it, but it
is clearly the McGrory 1885 Patent.

The collector community
has a new, interesting and
currently unique insulator
added to the catalogue.

[ have to assume this will
be a new CD number.

CONCLUSIONS

The discovery of this insulator was a series
of incredible coincidences. What are the
odds that this family was looking to pur-
chase the house next door, but a chance
conversation with the owner of the cur-
rent property changed their mind. The
sale of the piece of land were the insulator
was found, fell through, inducing them
to clear it of overgrowth. The insulator
was not shattered by the weed-whacker
with the metal saw blade, and an uncle
knew some bottle collectors who helped
identify it so that it was not relegated to

a drawer or box in the basement as an
interesting relic that they found.

Although there was clearly a production
run of McGrory 1885 insulators, it seems
likely that it was limited since there is
only one known. I suspect that McGrory
had the insulator manufactured at one of
the Philadelphia glasshouses. Weyman,
who may have invented the mold to make
this insulator, lived close to the Dyottville
Glass Works, and the color of this insula-
tor reminds me of period soda water
bottles manufactured at that works. This
design probably never caught on and, as
previously mentioned, Thomas had a very
busy year in 1887, and perhaps his inter-
est in producing more insulators waned.
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